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OLA ZAITOUN
NECROSIS
2018, MIXED MEDIA ON PAPER

“Necrosis” is a form of cell injury which results in the
premature death of cells in living tissue by autolysis. This
project is derived from Ola’s daily life in her village, in a
society that may be slowly undergoing a transition from a
patriarchal society to one that has greater equality between
men and women, but where nevertheless women are still
forced to “become women”: wives, sexual objects, mothers
and housewives. The artist uses painting in multiple ways

to create her artistic language. Her painting practice is not
systematic; sometimes it depends on instincts, and at other
times relies on research. She works on paper with oil paint
as well as ballpoint pen, a medium she has an intimate daily
connection with. She applies a layer of golden oil colour over
the women'’s faces to deform the perfect image. Unlike ink,
which allows light to pass through it, the golden masks reflect
light so that the audience sees their own reflection inside the
paintings.

The gold mask is marketed as a cosmetic product that
revitalizes the skin. In previous cultures it was linked to death.
Women appear to be alive but they look like the dead, who
do not live as they wish; their dreams and desires have been
killed.
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YUSEF AUDEH
BTCOIN HUSTL€R
2018, PAINTING INSTALLATION

BTCOIN HUSTL¥£R features symbolic elements and motifs
— a metallic bed, passwords, a melted graphics processing
unit (GPU), and oil paintings — from a written fiction set
somewhere between Dubai and Moscow. In the narrative, a
young, Arab-looking hustler discovers an online portal which
allows him to get paid for his services in Bitcoin (BTC), a
new, digital currency which is not backed by government
and is completely anonymous. The character who is trapped
within the narrative and represented in the abstract painting
Hustler Lying in Bed, must grapple with a surreal paradox:
the submission of his sexualized body, in exchange for an
ethereal and intangible form of currency whose value is
turbulent. BTCOIN HUSTL€R questions the extremities of
beauty, desire and financial dependency today, which is none
other than a metaphor for the human condition.
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of Palestine

an Consulate General
United Arab Emirates

Tyl siad ol Lpeall Bylieadl (alas Wla !
b shes Slsn 4l G Lpalia ¥

Sample of the sole possible correspondence from the Palestinian Embassy
to the [subject) in his country of birth



State

The Palestini
in Dubai, the













WALID AL WAWI

EMBASSY OF UNOFFICIAL PALESTINE
2018, CANVAS PARACHUTE, MIXED MEDIA
INSTALLATION

This work mixes the iconography of the Dome of the Rock
with the mechanism of parachuting in an architectural image
that identifies its purpose as a body of aid to Palestinians.

Playing the role of an unofficial representative, EOUP, or The
Embassy of Unofficial Palestine, is an organisation that works
to provide relief for Palestinian Refugees residing outside of
the PLO mandates or UNRWA jurisdiction.

The Embassy is set to be run by Palestinians for Palestinians
through organised voluntary work and services. It will mainly

provide social help in the form of medical advice, legal work

and many other forms of assistance for Palestinian Refugees
around the globe.

In its current standing, the work balances itself between
the possible and the absurd, by composing itself through
analytical research and theoretical study within the
conceptual parameters of art.
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SAFAA KHATEEB
THE BRAIDS REBELLION
2018, SCANNED PHOTOGRAPHS, SOUND 7’

The Braids Rebellion is a research trip that has been
artistically recreated of 25 original scenes of Palestinian
girls — all under the age of 18 — who were arrested and
imprisoned during 2015 and 2016. These scenes were
originally encountered as real news items that appeared in
our daily scrolling — which we no longer care about.

The project demonstrates the concept of “life as origin”.
The work is based on an event in February 2017 when
prisoners in Hasharon prison cut off their braids after hearing
an announcement on a local radio station urging people

to donate their hair for cancer patients. Focusing on the
prisoners’ refusal of any expression of sympathy towards
them and their insistence on not being isolated from the

act of resistance through reinforcing the continuity of life
inside the occupation’s prison cells, the girls again use their
bodies as a tool of resistance through this revolutionary act
represented by cutting off their braids and smuggling them
outside the prison so that others may live.
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But there is nothing
quieter than this
birth.
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LEILA ABDELRAZAQ

STILL BORN

2018, SINGLE CHANNEL DIGITAL
ANIMATION, 4'02"

Using excerpts from my mother's 2002 essay, “How To

Be the Mother of a Stillborn Baby”, Still Born merges the
comic form with animation in order to bring parallel realities
and storylines into focus. The family’s personal tragedy is
positioned within the wider context of life in the Palestinian
diaspora to ask questions about loss, survival, collective
memory and identity formation, of hope beyond hope, and the
seemingly impossible challenge of letting go. What remains is
a question: If one day, all our false nostalgias and imaginaries
get up and walk away, is that a kind of liberation? What
futures would we be free to imagine without the weight of all
our ‘what ifs’ bearing down on our consciousness?

\Yo



J‘J}‘;j,g.b
KPR IR
Lilugll sanins S y5 (YA

31 3blis Sy lan ¥l (5 pny Lakd 15aalss of 2Lty e iy
(‘,.s.sSJ|)La.>J|)u.>u6ab§[l cSlS Gu (YeVAg Yeoo Wu_u
PRI AT rw@wu f’b @ﬁw&»@umw

Sl il s Je>o 8 Lg.gﬁyﬁl syl g2 laag ¢ 4105 ol clig

Oabaadd) o Gy Lo s malinng U Lgod cmand 1 Eballly s
) .(SJ;.:.?M

Sl I Uy B aaladl 330 S5 Jos 00 8yl 2l 51bJ1
:\-‘-‘-OJ 2)-‘3 8)IEN QJ}EJ g“dl Lslain Yl mlJLan cmb,ytdb cwj|
L Wlao 43505 8,55 Janll gy 3l 8383l colginadl B 8 000
1 T g9 Y19 LI YI LAkl Usluay 0 8 ¢ Sl 925
Jeddl poiiy (S Sl Il 80,89 P JSiio Ldandg Lggales
bLadl g0 s gt (bl JI Jaoity g9 awnd) Lpoggill 55l
J.>-l.9 6JJ‘ KK} Y ww..bwl f’)—ﬁ-‘“ Lg d}:-.t.” uaju J| cd..al.wm
Al CAMRIRE rl.sdl SlysYl ol o (’Lq"j Chadndo ol pand S
b3 ol $9a yad ol 4y Dgonog dpoddg dydyd daglis JLedi Jss
G Jg> LILJI S GulSalS Jams ol il 03a ol WL,
Lyl Yl )l cabll s TBLSI Yy i bl wllex 00
By 08 iU a5 I Jultieall o8 155 paiing ¢ oyl
L 0952 Of oS

(A





















HAITHAM HADDAD
THE NEW MODE
2018, MIXED MEDIA INSTALLATION

“... What you are about to see is a projection displaying the
events and life in areas A—G between the years 2050 and
2078 when the land was under The Great Siege. The tour
in the embroidery museum in Ramallah in the year 2170 is
about to end, and this is the last chapter in the tour before
entering the renaissance hall celebrating the awakening of
our culture and stepping into what we know as “The New

n n

Palestine”...

The New Mode is an installation leading the viewer through
the main events, changes and societal habits that developed
through a short timeline during the years mentioned above,
utilising an exaggerated speculative future to display

and question ethical and anthropological issues that we
encounter and carry both collectively and individually.
Examining the conceptual image of the body as it becomes
a canvas for an alternative approach to activism, and the
shift in notion from activism for public acknowledgement,
with thundering expressions, to private individual acts of
resistance that are intentionally made to go unnoticed. These
changes function as a reflection of our current ideas of
international exposure, revolution and the body as a means
of existing living resistance. Inspired by museum aesthetics,
nature documentaries and narrative TV reports, The New
Mode presents a report about a future that might not happen,
of a reality that unfortunately might be real.
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FIRAS SHEHADEH
NEVER HERE COOL MEMORIES
2018, SOUND, VIDEO, 12'19", PLASTIC CHAIRS

This work investigates the structure of feelings of a
Palestinian in Amman in a way that Jordan’s capital turns out
to be a hybrid Palestinian sphere. In this sphere, imagined
memory and trans-generational trauma work to construct
and visualise real concrete moments that are connected to
colonialism, displacement and alienation.

The Palestinian state project and the consequences of the
Oslo agreement work against more than two-thirds of the
Palestinian population. It eliminates the Palestinian entity/
identity through narrowing it down to a “state” narrative,
thereby leaving Palestinian refugees and those in the
diaspora isolated and abandoned, in a permanent state of
waiting. The structure of feelings is captured in a constant
oscillation between two points, between memory/“nostalgia”
and memento/“reality”.

Never Here Cool Memories is a register of capturing a
forbidden land through the eye of a wanderer looking at
Palestine from the East Bank to see what “a homeland”
looks like, through emotions formed out of nostalgia and
geographic displacement.
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DINA MIMI
IN ORDER TO TALK WITH THE DEAD
2018, SINGLE CHANNEL VIDEO, 4'42"

This project navigates through the French colonial control
over the skulls of Algerian victims killed during the battle
of Zaatcha in 1849. The French army left Algeria for Paris,
taking these heads with them as “trophies” of their victory.
The skulls were exhibited in the Natural History Museum
in Paris for decades, under the heading “The Evolution of
Humans and Human Societies”.

In Order to Talk with the Dead follows the circulation of these
“trophy’’ skulls in relation to their home origin and the visitors
to the museum. French colonialism is forever replicated in the
museum by turning the skull into an object devoid of history.
This erasure anaesthetises the skulls into pieces of art,
leaving them without an origin, any explanation or a name.

The video was shot in three locations: the Jericho desert,
and the Musée de 'Homme and the Catacombs in Paris.
Some of the found footage is archival, while other scenes
have been filmed by the artist. The work examines the
relationship between the museum viewer perceiving the skull
as an object, and the skull gazing at the viewer as a mortal.

Is the gaze between them reciprocated? Is the visitor seen
by the skull? The museum is the site of these encounters, it
possesses powers that alienate and disorient the viewer from
their own history.
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DIMA SROUJI
THE RULE OF SUPERPOSITION
2018, PLASTER, WOOD, AND STEEL

Titled after a basic axiom used in the science of geology, this
work subverts the violent use of the practice of archaeology
in Jerusalem by mapping surfaces, relying on memory and
spirit, and taking viewers beneath the surface of the city to
distort time and space. By shifting perspective, the Rule of
Superposition (old on bottom, new on top) and the assumed
modern temporal grid of linear time are questioned.

The mapped surfaces rethink the city as a homogeneous
object and reveal a heterogeneous network, a fabric of traces
that questions scientific processes and problematises the
singular surface narratives constructed and censored by
agencies of power. The traces are used as an access point to
an alternative understanding of Jerusalem through its tactile
ground. These traces, shown on the bottom surface, reveal

a personal and emotional record of the city that relies on
memory and spirit rather than scientific method.

The work reveals by tracing and excavating the ground of
Jerusalem. The pure cartography presented on top acts
purely as a blanket covering, or censoring, of what lies
beneath the ground. The installation brings the viewers from
the aerial perspective of the enlightenment to the levels of the
subterranean as an act of excavation in itself.
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ALAA ABU ASAD
THE UNTRANSLATABLE WORDS OF LOVE
2018, SINGLE CHANNEL VIDEO, 20'25”

This work stems from an experimental place: both visual and
verbal languages are inconsistently ‘at stake’. Yet, despite the
fact that the video is segmented into 4 chapters, it requires
effort to follow its development——there is no desire to weave
a coherent narrative. Each of the chapters feels as if it aspires
to become a separate video work on its own. There are

many distinguished characters that feature throughout the
video, but two of them can be aptly considered protagonists:
the hart (deer) and the blue heron. This is due to their
recurring appearances and because of the dual role they
play, simultaneously. Each is a captured object, or a mere
character, but they are also witnesses to the chronicle of
events. Formally, the work is influenced by Franz Kafka's
novella Metamorphosis from 1915. But it doesn’t consider
metamorphosis as a state of physical transformation only, but
rather as a means of physical movement between spaces

and progression in time. The work also hankers to deliver a
visual experience where the personal/private and the political/
collective are firmly intertwined, and to challenge both the use
and viewing of (still and moving) images and their (semantic)
translations at the same time.

\1e



s Ao 0 o el
Aer0 T 570 ¢ 1y i e &) FRCY TPy







)o¥e A o0 jor et : .
st <vje o e G 6D €0 e FomR0 end ARG e _
w0 |0 o (FED) chy 6 () o ({00 o o o i







