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So muchfor the original story of my heroic encounter
with the soldiers.

Later, | learned that the sixth graders played the role
of the protectors of the school. It was indeed “cool”
being a sixth grader. | couldn’t wait for this rite of
passage, when | could repay thefavor. And | did, more
timesthan | ever hoped for.

But one particular memory managed to find its way
through the dust, smoke, and crying children: the day
when the UNRWA truck camewith our school’sration
of balls. The UNRWA truck used to come on the first
week of each school year. The driver
would step out, ashundreds of little
eyes gazed at him, calculating
every move he made until he
would enter the “ Teachers
Room”. A few minutes|ater,

it would be official: the
United Nations didn't fail

us, they delivered three
balls: a soccer ball, a
volleyball, and abasketball.

But since we had to share
these three balls among
hundreds of students, all three

balls were used for soccer. Only the
strongest kids played soccer with the
basketball. Now that was a challenge.

Mohamed Diab, our art, geography, history, and math
teacher was also our physical education teacher. He
was like a father to all of us, and like my father, he
had no patience, especially when two or more classes
had a PE session at the sametime. Eventually, hewould
throw the ballsinto the crowd of studentsand let scores
of students kick the ball around in any direction they
wished. No rules, no referees and no questions. He
would then leave us for a badly needed smoke and a
pitch-black cup of tea. | hardly participated in that
deadly game of soccer. To satisfy my eagernessto kick
something, anything, | used to kick whatever can of
soda was lying around. My soccer can game would
only catch on when the three balls were either busted
or stolen toward the end of each year.

&

One
particular memory
managed to find its way
through the dust, smoke, and
crying children: the day when
the UNRWA truck came with
our school’sration of balls. The
UNRWA truck used to come
on thefirst week of each
school year.

Now | look back at these days and realize how hard
life was and till is for Palestinian refugees, for my
classmates, then and now. Many of my friends made
it to universities and failed to find a decent job
afterward. Others were killed by the Israeli army.
Some joined resistance groups. Many were
imprisoned. And therest are still in the camp, fighting
for survival while holding onto the dream of returnto
Palestine, from wheretheir parentswereforced to flee
over fifty years ago.

My fifth gradeteacher, Zaki, who wasthefirst to show
me how to write my name in English,
is supposed to call me with a
proposal or how to use the three
hundred dollars. Maybe |
should ask him to purchase
dozens of soccer balls, so
that no student isever forced
to kick arusty can of soda
for six years. Maybe |
should have him buy special
thank you presentsfor al the
sixth graders who have
continued to protect the
younger ones all these years.

Butinall honesty, | don’t wish for the

roofs to be repaired. | loved it when birds

flew into the classroom to feed their young. It

was a pleasant distraction from a boring math |esson,

to watch the baby birds, as they would sing whenever

their mothers returned, carrying atiny piece of bread.

It always reminded me of my own mother; who | saw

too often, running to the school, distressed and

sometimes barefoot, calling my name. | wish | had the

chance to tell her how much that meant to me. God
bless her soul.

Courtesy of: Ramzy Baroud

Ref,
WWW.cunepress.com/cunemagazine/articles/ Ramzy
Contacted by,

Mohammed Abu Mallouh
Al Qattan Center- Gaza
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